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had failed to implant in the minds of its adherents an
effective distinction between the contemplative ideal itself
and the extreme practices with which, in the Middle A^es
and even more closely in the period of the Counter Re-
formation, that ideal became associated.
As time went by, this distinction became more and more
clear to Lewis. It was, he saw, the link between the con-
ditions of the modern world, wherein faith in revealed
truth was no longer predominant, and the philosophic
mysticism of the pre-Christian era. To establish a citadel
within the sensible world without first annihilating the
senses, to build the spirit not with the deaths of mind and
body but with their selective and disciplined vitality, to
lead the whole man, fearless and undivided, into that peace
which is invulnerable and requires no immortal armour—
these were his purposes; and he knew that to achieve them
a man must be stronger than the Christian saints. Not only
must he be wedded in spirit to nothing mortal and conquer
that fear for the loss of earthly pleasures which the saints
also overcame, but he must be without terror, as they
seldom were, of the impact of earthly forces, and, as they
could never be, of the loss of immortality. They were
bound to the fulfilment of their faith, as a rich man to
his riches, but a modern contemplative, excluded from
Christianity, must be, like Socrates, bound to nothing,
afraid of no encounter, capable of no loss but of his own
integrity. Though he were persuaded by reason or intui-
tion of the immortality of the soul and this persuasion
were indistinguishable in effect from faith, yet it was not
faith won from revelation; he must be prepared for reason
to unmake what it had made; and though he believed in
God, he must carry his god within him—an eye to see all
lights, not an external beacon which, if he were to miss his
view of it, would leave him blinded.
Under the compulsion to these thoughts, Lewis's own
life revealed new aspects to him. There were periods in
which his pleasure in the detachment of his present exist-
ence ceased to contain any element of fear. Instead of
feeling, as he had, that there was an impassable barrier

